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Special Edition: The MCDHH Staff 
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Ernest Garrett III 

Ernest E. Garrett III is the Executive Director of the Missouri Commission for 

the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. A native of St. Louis, MO, he is a licensed 

clinical social worker (LCSW), certified advanced social work case manager (C-

ASWCM), certified school social work specialist (C-SSWS) , certified advanced 

children, youth, and family social worker (C-ACYFSW), and a member of the 

Academy of Certified Social Workers (ACSW).  Ernest received an Associate of 

Arts degree (general studies) and dual Bachelor of Arts degrees 

(professional/technical writing and history) from the University of Arkansas at 

Little Rock. He went on to earn an advanced academic degree in 

administration (M.S.) and an advanced professional degree in social work 

(M.S.W.) with a school social work specialization, both from Gallaudet 

University. He is currently pursuing a research doctorate degree (Ph.D.) in 

management from Walden University Online, with a specialization in 

leadership and organizational change.  

Mr. Garrett is a member of the following statewide boards and committees 
by virtue of his office as MCDHH Executive Director:  
 

  Missouri Board for Certification of Interpreters;  

 Missouri Access and Functional Needs Committee;  

 Missouri Deaf-Blind Technical Assistance Project Advisory Committee;  

 Missouri Department of Mental Health Deaf Advisory Council;  

 Relay Missouri Advisory Committee; and 

 Missouri Newborn Hearing Screening Standing Committee.  
 
Last but not least, Mr. Garrett is the immediate past president and chairman 
of the board of the National Black Deaf Advocates (NBDA), Inc.; Co-Director 
of NBDA’s Archives & History Program; Advisory Board Member to the 
National Association of the Deaf, Inc. - Described and Captioned Media 
Program; and Board Member at Large with the National Association of State 
Agencies for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Inc.  
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Mary Sheridan 

Mary Sheridan is the Executive Secretary of the Missouri Commission for the 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing.  Mary graduated from North Callaway High 

School.  Shortly after graduation she became employed at The Callaway 

Bank.  In 1984 she began her career with the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education, as a secretary with the Division of Vocational 

Rehabilitation.  After 16 years with Vocational Rehabilitation she accepted 

the position of Executive Secretary with The Missouri Commission for the 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing where she has remained for 13 years. 

Peggy Withrow 

Peggy Withrow is the MICS Coordinator for the Missouri Commission for the 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing. Peggy graduated from William Woods University 

in 1998 with her B.S. degree in ASL/English Interpretation and received her 

MICS Comprehensive Certification in 2002. She has been an interpreter with 

Columbia Interpreting Services since 1999 where she worked in a variety of 

settings including post-secondary, medical, legal, mental health, and 

vocational rehabilitation. For the past five years, she has also worked as a 

video relay interpreter for Sorenson Communications. In 2007 she became 

an evaluator for the Missouri Interpreter Certification System. An Associate 

Member of the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID), she chairs the 

bylaws committee for the Missouri Chapter of RID (MO-RID).  
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Community Support Liaison 

 
 

 

 

Staff Interpreter 

 
 

Christopher Ludvigsen 

Christopher Ludvigsen is the Community Support Liaison for Missouri 

Commission for the Deaf and Hard of hearing. He is a native of St. Louis, 

Missouri and a graduate of Brentwood High School. He is an alumnus of 

Gallaudet University located in Washington, D.C., where he received his B.S. 

in Business Administration in 2008. He was President of the Greater St. Louis 

Chapter (GSLC) under Missouri Association of the Deaf (MoAD) before 

coming into this position. Chris is currently studying for his M.A. in 

Management & Leadership from Webster University. He went to Australia 

during his sophomore year of High School and would like to go back to visit 

again one day.   

 

Malissia Brooks 

Malissia Brooks received her A.S. degree in Interpretation and then went 

on to get her Bachelor of Applied Science (BASc) degree in Sign Language 

Interpretation from Sienna Heights University. She brings with her a 

passion for working in the educational environment and a strong 

commitment to professional development. She specialized in educational 

interpreting the last seven years. The last four, she had been in private 

practice, providing interpreting services in southwest Missouri. In June of 

2011, Malissia began serving on the Board of Directors for MO-RID as the 

Region 4 Representative. She led efforts to establish the Interpreters in 

Educational and Instructional Settings (IEIS) member section of MO-RID 

and serves as the Chair. Malissia purposed the IEIS Scholars Program, a 

year-long skill development program specifically for educational 

interpreters, which will begin its second session in July 2013. Currently 

Malissia serves MO-RID in the Member -At- Large position. 
 


